Beekeeping Organisations Demand Urgent Action

Ireland’s only native honey bee is under threat, from many directions. All the beekeeping organisations on this island collectively demand action to protect it. 

Part of Irelands culture, heritage and ecology, our black bee adapted over thousands of years to this environment. Having a hive in the garden was an important element of rural life. Once widespread across northern Europe, this same honey bee is now preserved in only a few pockets there. Ireland still has significant pure populations for now and our island status provides the ideal geography to protect it, but urgent action is needed or it will be too late. 

Genetics
Recognising the risk of losing our native honey bee to hybridisation (from cross breeding), a Bill to protect our indigenous populations by banning imports of non-native honey bees was completed in the Seanad in October 2024. It is at 2nd stage in the Dáil still as progress was paused for DAFM to procure a scientific assessment of the threat.  This comprehensive research was completed by a team of 8 international scientific bodies from 5 different countries and delivered in Dec 24. It has not yet been released. 
  
Meanwhile, the threat to the genetic integrity of our native honey bee gets worse every year.  Our bees are also more at risk from imported pests, diseases and pathogens, which come in as stowaways with imports. 
 
Pests 
The Asian Hornet came to Ireland, North and South during 2025 – the favourite food of Asian Hornets is honey bees! – we fear more decimation once the next season starts. 

If that’s not bad enough, our honey bees face a potentially bigger scourge: Tropilaelaps –a highly destructive parasitic mite, a ‘blood-sucker’ from Asia, now found in Europe and spreading west.  It has a devastating effect on honey bees, causing significant colony losses, it is said that “in every way conceivable, it is a worse pest than Varroa".  This mite is possibly not here yet, we do not know but it could come in with imported honey bees - we need better biosecurity controls to keep it out.

Biosecurity
DAFM currently rely on a Sentinel Apiary Programme for the early detection of 3 exotic pests, Small Hive beetle (SHB), Tropilaelaps spp and the Asian Hornet.  A sentinel apiary MAY pick up Tropilaelaps once it is established but it is really difficult to detect a low infestation and experts say this mite can no longer be eradicated once it is well established, so if a sentinel hive detects it,  it’s probably already too late. 

Until the Ban is in place, each consignment of honey bees must, at the very least, be physically checked for Tropilaelaps etc., including attendant workers, brood & packaging, at any point of entry into Ireland.

Precautionary Principle
"Article 36 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union allows Member States to take measures having an effect equivalent to quantitative restrictions (barriers to trade) when these are justified by general, non-economic considerations (expressly including “public policy or public security; the protection of health and life of humans, animals or plants”)."  
These threats constitute a situation justifying measures to protect the health of Ireland’s honey bees, the Precautionary Principle urges us to act, the Protection Bill is ready to be enacted - this is an opportunity to take urgent co-ordinated North/South action now, before it is too late.  

Unique Ecotype
Scientific research confirms that this island’s native honey bee is a unique eco-type of Apis mellifera mellifera – Ireland must not allow it to become extinct. 

Let’s make this whole island a legally protected Conservation Area. 

For further information: 
		






The Native Irish Honey Bee Society (NIHBS) is an all-Ireland organisation of >1,100 members, whose sole aim is the conservation and preservation of our unique eco-type of Native Honey Bee, Apis mellifera mellifera.  Loretta Neary, NIHBS Chairperson - nihbs.chairperson@gmail.com
The Federation of Irish Beekeepers Associations CLG (FIBKA) has approximately 3000 members. Among its aims is 'To promote the conservation of the native dark bee, Apis mellifera mellifera, along with the provision of education in the beekeeping craft to its members.’ John Donoghue - president@irishbeekeeping.ie
The Irish Beekeepers Association CLG (IBA) has approximately 1200 members from 24 affiliated local beekeeping associations. One of their objectives is to foster the skills of beekeeping in an environmentally sustainable manner. Damien Mac Aodha   - chair@irishbeekeepers.ie 
The Ulster Beekeepers Association (UBKA) is an association of 16 affiliated local beekeeping associations in Ulster with approximately 1200 members.  Valentine Hodges, UBKA Chairperson - ubkaexecutivechair@gmail.com
The Institute of Northern Ireland Beekeepers (INIB) is a charitable organisation and an affiliated area association of the BBKA. It has a deep commitment to educating and informing the public about beekeeping.  Gail Orr, Chairperson - gail.orr@btinternet.com
Irish Bee Foundation (IBF) is focused on the promotion, preservation, and protection of the native Irish black bee through education of its members.  Chris Dury, Director - info@irishbeefoundation.ie
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