Press release  - The Native Irish Honey Bee Society, NIHBS  15th Oct 2025
Wild Honeybees in Europe become Endangered Species - IUCN
The International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) just updated the status of the wild western Honey bee Apis Mellifera to ENDANGERED within the European Union, including Ireland. The Endangered Category is applied when a species is considered to be facing a “very high risk of extinction in the wild.”
The native Irish honey bee - Apis mellifera mellifera (Amm) also known as the Black Bee, was once widespread across north western Europe. It is now almost extinct across that whole range. Ireland is fortunate to have the last remaining significant populations of Amm. 
Honey bees live both freely in the wild* and in hives managed by beekeepers but with threats from many sources, e.g. hybridisation, habitat, pests and diseases already here and more on their way e.g. Asian Hornet, Tropilaelaps mite, etc., 
A team of scientific experts, led by Honey Bee Watch (1) worked with the IUCN and found that loss of habitat, invasive pests and diseases, plus hybridisation due to trafficking, clearly showed how wild honeybees are in serious trouble. One of the scientists Dr. Arrigo Moro said “Protecting wild honeybees isn’t just about saving an iconic species – it’s about safeguarding our food security, biodiversity and ecosystems for the future. ... The new endangered assessment is a formal recognition that wild honeybees are native wildlife in need of conservation. We can no longer afford to leave them understudied and unprotected.”
Although alarming and not good news - it is a positive step forward that the IUCN recognised the dangers and updated the status of the wild honey bee to ENDANGERED because governments must act now and prevent further loss of honey bees. ***
A 2021Protection Bill to ban imports of non-native honey bees passed through the Seanad with full cross party support but four years later it is still parked at 2nd stage in the Dáil.  Until this Bill is enacted, inactivity by the Irish Government is needlessly endangering our native honey bee to the point of no return on the island of Ireland.
Ireland has a duty to protect this genetic and cultural part of our biodiversity; all the parts are in place to make this happen but are we endangering another species to extinction by failing to act?

For further information please contact:-
Loretta Neary, NIHBS Chairperson – 087 2886644 nihbs.chairperson@gmail.com
Karin Stierle, NIHBS Assistant Secretary nihbs.assistantsec@gmail.com
*https://www.universityofgalway.ie/about-us/news-and-events/news-archive/2025/may/free-b-new-research-project-investigates-survival-of-wild-honey-bees-across-europe.html
** https://www.rte.ie/brainstorm/2025/0917/1533874-asian-hornets-ireland-risks-honeybees-beekeeping-wild-insects/
*** https://doi.org/10.64628/AB.tvsqryj46
(1) www.HoneyBeeWatch.com
The Native Irish Honey Bee Society (NIHBS) is a voluntary, non-profit organisation dedicated to the conservation, study, and promotion of Ireland’s native honey bee, Apis mellifera mellifera. The Society works with beekeepers, scientists, and policymakers across the island to preserve this vital pollinator and its unique genetic heritage.
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